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UM STUDENTS EARN UDALL SCHOLARSHIPS
MISSOULA -
Two University of Montana students captured prestigious Morris K. Udall Scholarships 
this year. UM students now have received a total of 24 Udall awards since the program started 
1997.
The Udalls went to Kelly Hopping, a senior in philosophy and biology from Eugene, 
Ore., and Michael O’Brien, a junior in wildlife biology from Dixon. Both will receive $5,000.
Hopping is a National Merit Scholar and Presidential Leadership Scholar in UM’s 
Davidson Honor’s College. She directed a Freshman Interest Group titled “Ways of Knowing 
and Living” that drew on her career interest in sustainable architecture.
O’Brien is a member of the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa and a descendant of the 
Fort Peck Assiniboine. He hopes to engage in research, education and advocacy involving 
conservation issues, and he dreams of establishing programs on reservations across the United 
States that will increase wildlife and habitat diversity.
Eighty students from 59 colleges and universities were named Udall Scholars this year. 
The Morris K. Udall Scholarship and Excellence in National Environmental Policy Foundation 
awards merit-based scholarships to students who have demonstrated outstanding potential and a
-more-
040606udal-2
commitment to pursuing careers related to the environment.
The foundation also rewards American Indian and Alaska Native college students who 
have demonstrated potential and commitment to careers in tribal public policy or health care.
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